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RESET 



Wildcats look to build off last weeks performance 



Sean Frye 
staff writer 

Last week, the K-State 
Wildcats posted 45 points 
against the Oklahoma State 
Cowboys, their second best 
showing of the year. Quarter- 
back Collin Klein also put up 
his best passing performance 
of the year, airing it out for 
231 yards. 

However, the Wildcats still 
lost in heartbreaking fashion, 
as Klein's pass into the end 
zone on the final play of the 
game fell to the turf. Now 
the Wildcats are the victims 
of two straight losses, and an 
impressive offensive showing 
will be crucial if they want 
to get the season back on the 
track it was on two weeks ago. 

"We are just trying to get 
ourselves better and that is the 
consistency of it," said head 
coach Bill Snyder. "Whether 
it was a win or a loss, regard- 
less of what your record is, the 
bottom line is, if you want to 
be a better team, you have to 
practice to get better." 

As it has been in nearly 
every game this year, Kleins 
leadership will be pivotal to 
the offense's success this week. 
Klein is one of the toughest 
quarterbacks in the country, 
and it showed yet again last 
week, as both his arms were 
covered in blood at one point 
as he led multiple comeback 
attempts against a team that is 
in line to play for a national 
title. 

"Collin is a very, very tough 
young guy," Snyder said, "but 
we have a lot of guys that take 
hits, and so does everybody 
else. You have got running 
backs in the conference that 
run the ball 25 times a game 
and they get hit the same way. 
That is just the nature of the 
game, and I think that Collin 
handles it as well as anybody." 

In addition to his tough- 
ness, Klein has also developed 
as a legitimate passing threat 
as the season has progressed. 
He will look to continue that 
trend this week against the 
country's worst pass defense 
in Texas A&M. 

"I believe he has improved," 
Snyder said. "We'd like to have 
balance in our offense. We 
run the ball with a certain 
degree of success and we can 
enhance that by being a little 
more effective in the passing 
game. Hopefully we'll be able 
to retain that balance. I think 
Collin has always been confi- 
dent in his ability to throw the 
ball." 

One thing that has helped 
Klein develop his passing 
game has been the emer- 
gence of wide receiver Tyler 
Lockett, who has become 
one of Klein's favorite targets. 
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Chris Harper, a junior wide receiver, looks upfield after a catch. Harper finished the game with five receptions and 55 yards 
against the Cowboys. 

Lockett hauled in the lone 
touchdown catch against the 
Cowboys and was also the 
intended receiver of Klein's 
last-second pass attempt to tie 
the game. 

"Well, I never thought 
about how fast he would or 
would not progress," Snyder 
said. "I know there was a lot 
of dialogue in regards to visit- 
ing with his parents whether 
he would play this year or 
have him take a redshirt. The 
thought that we would put 
him on the field instead of 
redshirting him would maybe 
indicate that he would play 
well, but I did not have any 
projections on how well he 
would play." 

While schematically, the 
Wildcats will likely attack 
through the air on Saturday, 
the offense ultimately wants 
to get past the previous two 
games, which resulted in the 
team's first and second losses 
of the year. 

"As far as the reset button 
goes, you have to hit it every 
week," said offensive lineman 
BJ Finney. "You just have to 
keep yourself mentally fo- 
cused on who you have to 
prepare for. Once you get 
home from the previous 
game, or when the previous 




Quarterback Collin Klein and wide receiver Chris Harper discuss a play while the defense is 
on the field. 



game is over, you have to hit 
the reset button to focus on 
your next opponent." 

With the home crowd at 
Bill Snyder Family Stadium 
behind them, expect the K- 



State offense to come out of 
the gates fired up on Saturday 
and anxious to earn a win. 

"It is going to be nice to be 
able to come back here and 
play a team in front of ev- 



erybody again," Finney said. 
"Trie season is starting to 
wind down, and we all love 
and appreciate the fans, so we 
are just looking forward to a 
good game." 



Wildcats work to strengthen passing defense 



Corbin McGuire 
staff writer 

K-State, despite losing, took a step 
forward in its game against the Okla- 
homa State Cowboys after seemingly 
taking two steps back in its previous 
game against the Oklahoma Sooners. 
The Wildcats lost their second game 
in a row to the Cowboys in a 52-45 
thriller. 

The Wildcats started the game in a 
similar fashion to the previous week's 
matchup, getting down 14 points. 

The Wildcat defense regrouped 
and started to make plays from that 
point on, but in the end, the defense 
could not do enough to slow down 
the Cowboys' offense. 

After an Anthony Cantele field 
goal, Tysyn Hartman intercepted a 
Brandon Weeden pass. The offense 
responded with a touchdown to cut 
the Cowboys' lead to four. The Wild- 
cat defense kept the momentum by 
forcing a Cowboys punt. The Wild- 
cats, fueled by Collin Klein, took 
the lead on the ensuing drive. Cor- 
nerback Allen Chapman provided a 
punch on the next drive by intercept- 
ing Weeden and taking it 60 yards for 
a touchdown, giving the Wildcats a 
24-14 lead. 

Head coach Bill Snyder said Chap- 
man's interception was a "very excep- 
tional play on his part," but that the 
502 yards of passing offense from the 
Cowboys showed a problem that he 
was a part of. 

"We have to get it corrected," 
Snyder said. "We just have to be 
better than that against the pass." 

The Wildcats' 24 unanswered 
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Arthur Brown, a junior linebacker, rushes quarterback Brandon Weeden of 

the Cowboys. Brown has 69 total tackles on the season. 



points, however, did not rattle 
Weeden as he led his offense to points 
on seven of their next eight drives to 
make the final score 52-45. 

K-State went toe-to-toe with the 
Cowboys the entire game but could 
not find a way to the end zone in the 
final seconds to even the score. 

The Wildcats will take on the Texas 



A&M Aggies Saturday. Both teams 
are coming off two straight losses and 
will be eager to get back on track. 

Snyder said in his weekly press 
conference that the Aggies' offense is 
more balanced than both the Soon- 
ers' and Cowboys'. 

"They have run the ball well. 
[Ryan] Tannehill throws the ball very 



well - let's not lose sight of that. He 
is about a 60-percent thrower and 
he has thrown for over 2,000 yards," 
Snyder said. "They are going to throw 
the ball, there is no doubt about that. 
But my guess is that they are going to 
maintain the balance in their offense, 
but they are not going to bypass the 
pass just to run the ball." 

The Aggies, however, will be with- 
out Christine Michael, their leading 
rusher, due to a torn ACL. Snyder 
said he does not think the injury will 
change the Aggies approach much. 

"I think they utilize both running 
backs," Snyder said. "Michael did not 
have many receptions so I look at it 
as Cyrus Gray might be a little more 
versatile in what he does." 

The Wildcats have defended some 
of the most high-powered offenses in 
the country; something that Chap- 
man said helps the defense. 

"I think we are battle tested, but 
at the same time it is football," Chap- 
man said. "You win some games, you 
lose some games, and it is how you 
respond to each game." 

The Wildcats are hoping to take 
another step forward and break their 
losing streak at home Saturday in 
order to start positioning themselves 
for the best bowl game possible. De- 
fensive back Nigel Malone said every 
game is important but this week 
means something more. 

"Every week is important to come 
out with a win," Malone said. "This 
week especially, just to keep our hopes 
up for a really good bowl game." 

The game is set for kickoff at 2:30 
p.m. at Bill Snyder Family Stadium 
and will be televised on ABC. 



BY THE NUMBERS 

Key numbers to think of 
during Saturday's game 



- Collin Klein's rank among rushing 
quarterbacks in the country 

So far on the season, Klein has 
rushed for 906 yards and 1 9 rushing 
touchdowns. Klein has been able 
to find this success because teams 
have been focusing on him running 
and trying to force him to pass the 
ball more often. After throwing a 
career-high 231 yards last week, he 
is starting to show that he has the 
ability to pass the ball. If Klein can 
continue to throw the ball with this 
kind of success, then it is going to be 
nearly impossible to stop him and he 
will continue to have success on the 
ground. 



38 



- number of points that Texas A&M 
averages per game this season 

Texas A&M has shown that they are 
capable of scoring a lot of points in 
games. With playmakers including 
Jeff Fuller, Ryan Swope and Cyrus 
Gray, they have the players that can 
give defenses fits. The Aggies will test 
the K-State defense with their ability 
to both run and pass the football. The 
Wildcats must get back to playing 
the defense they were earlier in the 
season, or they will have another 
tough game. 



71 



- number of points by which the Aggies 
have been outscoredin the second half 
of their four losses 

The Aggies have not been able to 
preserve leads in the second half 
and it has hurt them this season. The 
Aggies have been able to get out to 
big first half leads constantly, only to 
see them evaporate and end up los- 
ing the game. If Texas A&M is going 
to defeat the Wildcats, the Aggies 
will have to play much better in the 
second half than they have thus far 
this season. 



120 



- rank of the Texas A&M pass defense, 
out of 120 teams in the country 

The Aggies are the worst team in 
the country against the pass. They 
give up an average of 31 1 yards per 
game. This may be a huge key as 
Collin Klein is coming off of a career 
passing game against the Oklahoma 
State Cowboys. The Aggies appear 
to be effective against the run, but 
those numbers are skewed because 
teams have been so effective passing 
the ball against them. Do not expect 
the Wildcats to completely abandon 
rushing the ball, but there will be 
opportunities for the Wildcats to 
throw the ball. 



1022 



- number of passing yards that the 
Wildcats have given up the past two 
weeks 



Landry Jones of Oklahoma and 
Brandon Weeden of Oklahoma State 
have each gone for over 500 passing 
yards in victories over the Wildcats. 
There are a couple of reasons why 
this is happening. The defensive line 
was not able to get any pressure on 
either quarterback, giving them all 
day to stand in the pocket and throw 
the football. 

Another reason is that the secondary 
is giving up way too many yards after 
the catch. The defense must do a 
better job of tackling the receivers as 
soon as they catch it. 
Both of these will be key as the Ag- 
gies have playmakers on the outside 
and a good quarterback. 



-Compiled by Mark Kern 
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K-STATE VS. TEXAS A&M 

WHEN: SATURDAY, NOV. 12, 2:30 P.M. 
WHERE: BILL SNYDER FAMILY STADIUM 
TELEVISION: ABC 




MATCHING UP 



K-STATE RUSH OFFENSE VS. 
TEXAS A&M RUSH DEFENSE 



TEXAS A&M PASS OFFENSE VS. 
K-STATE PASS DEFENSE 



The Aggies will try to counter K- States 
rushing attack with the third- ranked 
rush defense in the conference. Texas 
A&M has allowed only 110.2 yards per 
game on the ground, including just three 
yards per carry. K-State continues to be 
paced by Collin Klein, who is averaging 
almost 80 yards per game after last week's 
144-yard, three touchdown performance 
against Oklahoma State. Klein has 19 
rushing scores this season, including 15 
in the Wildcats' last five games. He, along 
with John Hubert, may be too much 
for the Aggie front seven to handle, but 
A&M will have a better resistance to the 
run than Oklahoma State last week. 

ADVANTAGE: K-STATE 




The Wildcats have not been much 
better than the Aggies at stopping the 
pass. K-State ranks 115th nationally 
against air attacks. This weakness has 
been shown in the past two weeks going 
up against some of the top passing of- 
fenses in the country. Texas A&M re- 
ceivers Ryan Swope and Jeff Fuller have 
combined for almost 1400 yards and 11 
touchdowns. After back-to-back 500- 
plus yard passing games for Wildcat op- 
ponents, it is tough to give K-State's sec- 
ondary the benefit of the doubt. 



ADVANTAGE: TEXAS A&M 




TEXAS A&M RUSH OFFENSE VS. 
K-STATE RUSH DEFENSE 



K-STATE SPECIAL TEAMS VS. TEXAS 
A&M SPECIAL TEAMS 



While stopping the pass was impos- 
sible for the Wildcats last week, K- State 
did a great job slowing down the Okla- 
homa State running game, allowing just 
73 yards. This has consistently been one 
of the best traits of the defense, but it will 
be challenged on Saturday. Even without 
Christine Michael, who leads the team 
with 844 yards and will miss the rest of 
the season, Cyrus Cray and quarterback 
Ryan Tannehill have both showed the 
ability to be effective runners. The injury 
to Michael gives the Wildcats a small 
edge. 



ADVANTAGE: K-STATE 




Tyler Lockett has two kickoff returns 
for touchdowns this season. The prob- 
lem is, he is out for the year with an 
injury to his kidney. Does K- State have 
another explosive player to consider a 
special teams threat? The Aggies will 
find out. Meanwhile, Texas A&M has 
a dependable kicker in Randy Bullock. 
Field position will be a large factor on 
Saturday as well. 




ADVANTAGE: NEITHER 




K-STATE PASS OFFENSE VS. TEXAS 
A&M PASS DEFENSE 



The Wildcats are not a team that 
throws the ball regularly, but seeing K- 
State do so on Saturday shouldn't be a 
surprise. Texas A&M ranks 120th in the 
country in pass defense, allowing more 
than 311 yards per game. Meanwhile, 
Collin Klein has showed more passing 
ability as of late, including throwing for 
a career high 231 yards last week. The 
Wildcats will be without Tyler Lockett 
due to injury, but there are still enough 
capable receivers on the K-State roster to 
give the A&M secondary problems if Bill 
Snyder chooses to do so. 

ADVANTAGE: K-STATE 




INTANGIBLES 



Following a heartbreaking defeat by 
Oklahoma State, the Wildcats are in desper- 
ate need to taste victory again. K- State is in 
line to receive a possible Cotton Bowl invi- 
tation, but losing a third straight conference 
game would likely end those hopes. Texas 
A&M needs a win as well. The Aggies have 
yet to reach bowl eligibility and are start- 
ing to lose respect as a powerhouse oppo- 
nent. But in the environment of Bill Snyder 
Family Stadium, it is always hard to pick a 
road team. 



ADVANTAGE: K-STATE 




FINAL SCORE PREDICTION: 31-24 K-STATE 



ROYAL 
PURPLE 




Largest & Best Chinese 
Buffet in Town 



785-539-8299 



2304 Stagg Hill Rd 
Corner of Ft. Riley 
Blvd. & Stagg Hill 



with coupon OR 
student id. 

Exp. 12-9-11 
Dine-in only 
Not eligible with any other discounts 



WiFi Available 



fivtm Pub 

great rum ^ 




'2 M Rum & Pepsi 
•4 M 32oz Draws 



H 00 32oz Draws 



Pool/Darts/Bowling/Golden Tee 

Mon-Fri: 2-2 • Sat & Sun: 12-2 
317 Poyntz Ave. • Manhattan, KS 66502 • 776-2119 




Home of the 
Fishbowl 

DAILY 
SPECIALS 



105 N. 3rd St. 
785-776-9879 



Monday 

$3 domestic pitchers 
$2 50 Rolling Rock pitchers 
1/2 price apps 
.50 wings 



Thursday 

$2 Wells 
$2. 50 pounders 
$3 long islands 
$3 bottles 
.50 sliders 



Tuesday 

$2 you call it 
(no super prem) 

$3 UV Bombs 
Chef choice on 

food special 

Friday 

$6 chk. fried stk. dinner 
$3 50 domestic pitchers 
$4 import pitchers 
$3 wells 
$3 pounders 



Wednesday 

$3 domestic fishbowls 
$3 50 import fishbowls 
$4 fishbowl margaritas 
$1 Busch It/Old Mil cans 
$1 50 taco burgers 
.50 tacos 

Saturday 

$5 50 philly steak sand. 

$2 wells 
$2 Rolling Rock pints 
$3 pounders 



Mon-Tues: 4pm-2am, Kitchen : 4pm-9pm, Wed- Sat: 11am-2am, Kitchen: 1 1am-9pm 

Advanced Dermatology and 
Skin Cancer Center, P.A. 

John R. Adams, M.D. 

•Selected as one of "America's Top Physicians" 
•Selected as one of "America's Cosmetic Doctors and Dentists" 
•Board Certified Dermatologist 

• Fellow American Academy of Dermatology 

• Fellow American Society for Dermatologic Surgery 
•Associate of American Society for Laser Medicine & Surgery 



Specializing in diseases of the skin including: 



ACNE* RASHES •WARTS* MOLES •VASCULAR LESIONS 

/ N 

Botox • Laser treatment for reduction of unwanted hair 
• Skin cancer care offering Mohs Surgery 



785-537-4990 

1 1 33 College Avenue, Suite E230 

Manhattan Medical Center at College & Claflin, Building E 



we've got the 

stories 

you've got to 

read 



Y 



Get your 
Royal Purple yearboc 

in Kedzie 103, 
or call 785-532-6555 
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GAM ES TO WATCH 

Pac -12 Conference rivals clash in games with major implications 







osu@ 

TEXAS TECH 



Coming off of a thrilling 52-45 victory 
over K-State last Saturday, the Cowboys 
will look to continue their run toward a na- 
tional title as they travel to Lubbock, Texas 
to take on the Texas Tech Red Raiders. 

Quarterback Brandon Weeden threw 
for 502 yards against the Wildcats as they 
were able to score just enough to get the 
victory. 

Receivers Tracy Moore and Justin 
Blackmon were both impressive as the duo 
combined for over 300 yards receiving and 
three receiving touchdowns. 

However, the Cowboys defense allowed 
the Wildcat offense, especially quarterback 
Collin Klein, to move the ball at will against 
them. They will have to shore this up as 
they go up against the Texas Tech offense. 

After the upset over Oklahoma, it ap- 
peared that Texas Tech was going to make 
some noise for the rest of the season. Now 
the Red Raiders are at a point where they 
are going to struggle just to get into a bowl 
game. 

Texas Tech's offense has not been 
the same over the past two weeks as 
quarterback Seth Doege has not been on 
his game. If Doege is on his game, then the 
Red Raiders are capable of playing with 
anybody. 

After an emotional victory last week, it 
will be interesting to see if the Cowboys 
come out flat. With a matchup looming 
with Oklahoma in a few weeks, there may 
be an urge to look ahead. The Cowboys 
must take it one game at a time and not 
overlook anybody. 

In the end, look for the Cowboys to pull 
out a closer-than-expected victory. Doege 
will make some plays against a mediocre 
Cowboy defense, but in the end, Weeden 
and company will be too much. 




NEBRASKA @ 
PENN STATE 



Coming off of a shocking home loss to 
Northwestern, the Cornhuskers will look to 
get back on the winning track against Penn 
State. However, this game may be the last 
thing on the minds of the Nittany Lions. 

With the firing of coach Joe Paterno and 
the scandal that is taking place at Penn 
State, the incredible success of the team is 
being overlooked. 

Penn State (8-1, 5-0), is in the driver's seat 
in the Leaders Division as they have been 
the surprise of the Big 10 Conference this 
season. 

Much of the Penn State success can be 
credited to the legs of junior running back 
Silas Redd. On the season, Redd is averaging 
just under 1 1 yards a game. To go with this 
great rushing attack, the Nittany Lions also 
have an outstanding defense. 

For many years, the defense has been 




called Linebacker U, ana inis year is no 
different. 

Gerald Hodges, junior linebacker, leads the 
team with 77 tackles and is the leader of a 
tough defense. Nebraska must find a way to 
get points in different ways. 

Coming off of a shocking 28-25 loss to 
Northwestern, Nebraska will have to play 
much better to leave Happy Valley, Pa. with 
a win. 

Against the Wildcats, Nebraska running 
back Rex Burkhead was only able to rush for 
50 yards on 21 carries. 

He must have a big game if the Cornhusk- 
ers are going to be able to avoid losing two 
games in a row. 

Look for Penn State to come out very emo- 
tional with all that has happened in the past 
few days and get a tough victory to move to 
6-0 on the season in conference play. 




WASHINGTON @ 
SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA 




After leaving USC to become the coach at 
Washington, Steve Sarkisian has been able to 
have success against his former school. He will 
look to quarterback Keith Price to help continue 
the success. 

On the season, Price has thrown for 2,1 33 
yards and 25 touchdowns and has been able 
to ease the transition from the Jake Locker era. 
However, in the past two games, Price has not 
played his best football. Price has thrown five 
of his 10 interceptions in the past two weeks 
against Arizona and Oregon. He must limit 
the turnovers against the Trojans and rely on 
running back Chris Polk to help control the time 
of possession. 

Andrew Luck has widely been regarded as 



the best quarterback in the country. As the 
season continues, though, another Pac-1 2 
quarterback is making a case to be the best in 
the country. 

Matt Barkley has been outstanding this 
season. He is coming off of a game against 
Colorado when he threw a school record six 
touchdowns. He has teamed up with Robert 
Woods to form one of the best passing receiv- 
ing duos in all of the country. 

As was the case last week in the SEC, this is 
not the marquee game in the Pac-1 2 Confer- 
ence this week. However, these two teams 
both have a lot to play for, and Washington 
could play themselves into the Holiday Bowl if 
they keep playing well. 




OREGON @ 
STANFORD 




This Pac-1 2 clash has major implications in both 
the Pac-1 2 and the National Title races. Stanford is 
undefeated on the season and ranked third in the 
country as Oregon enters the game with one loss 
and ranked sixth. 

Oregon is coming off an impressive road victory 
against a very good Washington team. Since the 
season-opening loss to LSU, the Ducks have been 
on fire, scoring 46 points and averaging 510 yards of 
total offense per game. 

The Ducks, led by quarterback Darron Thomas 
and running back LaMichael James, have given 
teams all kinds of problems this season. Both have 
been injured at various points of the season, but 
when healthy, there is not a more dynamic rushing 
duo in the country. When James needs a breather, 
De'Anthony Thomas and Kenjon Barner provide even 
more playmaking ability from the backfield. 

Oregon is going to get their points, and this 
offense is too explosive to shut down. A key will be if 



the Stanford defense can force some turnovers. 

As good as the Oregon offense has been, the 
Stanford offense has been equally impressive. 

Stanford comes into Saturday's matchup averaging 
48 points and 508 yards per game. 

The Cardinal go at it a different way. They play 
more of a pro-style offense, rather than the spread 
of the Ducks. Heisman front-runner Andrew Luck is 
in complete control of the offense. The quarterback 
seems to be able to play better as the game gets big- 
ger. After throwing an interception against Southern 
California that gave the Trojans a touchdown lead 
with just over three minutes left, Luck went right 
back and led the Cardinal on the tying drive. He then 
made all the plays in overtime as the Cardinal were 
able to win in triple overtime. 

This promises to be a more exciting game than last 
week's game of the week. At the end of the day, the 
Ducks have too much talent on offense, and for that, 
the Ducks should escape with a close victory. 




TEXAS @ 
MISSOURI 




Check out tj^e A 

GAS* 




UP 

Kith 
football 
ever| 

^FRIDAY 
IN THE 




n(o)f7D Ay > 



After back-to-back losses to Oklahoma 
and Oklahoma State, the Longhorns 
appeared to be going back to a season 
like last year's. A few weeks later and 
the Longhorns are in position to contend 
with K-State for a Cotton Bowl berth. 

The Longhorns have found their true 
identity as a power rushing attack on 
offense and an opportunistic defense. 

The rushing attack, led by freshmen 
Malcolm Brown and Joe Bergeron, as 
well as senior Fozzy Whittaker, has done 
a great job of helping David Ash ease into 
the starting quarterback role. 

The rushing attack will be key as 
the Longhorns go up against a team 
in Missouri that is fighting for its bowl 
eligibility. 

The Tigers enter the game with five 
losses and have upcoming games against 
Texas and Texas Tech. 

This means that this game is 
potentially for a bowl game, and you can 
expect the Tigers to play like that. 

Quarterback James Franklin is coming 
off of a good game in a 42-39 loss to 
Baylor, and will look to continue this 
strong play. 

TheTigers'defense must come to play 
as the Longhorns are going to try and run 
the ball as much as possible. 

Missouri is in their own style of playoff 



game, and for that reason, look for the 
Tigers to pull the upset over the ranked 
Texas Longhorns. 



II your transportation needs in town & out of town 





785-477-8808 



flost major credit & debit cards accepted 




Get more ftfl^Q 
for your 

BUCK! 



785.537.2273 wl 6TT 
1304 Pillsbury Dr. LY 




runic 



is wishing the 
K-State football 
team GOOD 
LUCK against 
Texas A&IVI! 

GO CATS! 




23 I 2 Stagg Hill Rd. 
Manhattan, Ks 



Aggieville 

1121 Moro 
539-7666 



CLASSIC Wtttt MP SftKJTS 



$ tM» 

$ 



Bud, Bud Light, Coors, Coors Light 
Miller Light, MGB 30 pk 

Keystone Light, Busch, Busch 
Light, Natural Light 30 pk 



Come check out 
our Eggnog & 
winter seasonal 
beer selection! 




Evan 
Williams 

SINCE 17*3 

EGG > 

I NOG ) 




tr 
f 



gTEAMED TOWEL 



MASSAGING 
SHAMPOO 



SPORTS ON TV 
GUY-SMART STYLISTS 
OPEN EVERY DAY 
NO APPOINTMENTS 



Coming Soon: Manhattan Marketplace 

705 N. 3rd Place, Bluemont STuttle Creek Blvd. 

Next to Noodles, behind Olive Garden 
785.340.5547 

HaircutMenManhattanKS.com 
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Sean Frye 



When Texas A&M rolls into 
town Saturday afternoon, they 
will be the sixth team with a 
top 1 1 total offense that the 
Wildcats will have faced this 
season, as they average 520.56 
yards per game, which ranks 
sixth in the country Baylor, 
Missouri, Texas Tech, Okla- 
homa and Oklahoma State are 
the other five teams, and the 
Wildcats are 3-2 against those 
teams. 

"That is the nature of the 
game," said head coach Bill 
Snyder. "Collectively, our 
conference is a high-speed, 
fast- oriented and big- statistics 
conference. If you play in it, 
you have to do something 



about it." 

The Aggies are 
currently 5-4 overall and 3-3 
in the Big 12 Conference. All 
but one of their losses have 
come to ranked teams, with a 
38-31 overtime defeat at the 
hands of the Missouri Tigers 
as the lone exception. The 
other losses the Aggies have 
faced came against Oklahoma 
State, Arkansas and Oklaho- 
ma. The Aggies, similar to the 
Wildcats, are reeling from two 
straight losses, so both teams 
will be looking for a rebound 
game on Saturday. 

"We try to be consistent 
and approach every game ex- 
actly the same and try to have 
a system of response that each 
game brings you — tremen- 
dous pain, anguish and anger 
and then the joy of when you 
play successfully," Snyder said. 
"The most important thing is 
how our coaches and players 
respond, and we need to do 
that in a consistent manner. I 



thought after the 

seven ballgames that we had 

won, we probably did not 

respond as well as we should 

have." 

Offensively, the Aggies 
are led by quarterback Ryan 
Tannehill. The senior standout 
has put up 2,701 yards passing 
and 20 touchdowns, although 
he has also thrown for 10 
interceptions. 

In the running game, the 
Aggies suffered a big loss this 
week when it was announced 
that running back Christine 
Michael tore his ACL and 
would be out for the remain- 
der of the season. That puts 
the load on Cyrus Gray, who 
has also been impressive this 
year, racking up 733 yards 
on the ground and seven 
touchdowns. He also has 226 
receiving yards and three 
touchdown receptions. 



"They are a 
little bit more balanced 
in their offense than Okla- 
homa and Oklahoma State 
were, and I think they attempt 
to be a balanced football 
team," Snyder said. "Some- 
times the nature of the game 
that you are playing dictates 
to you whether you have to 
be heavier with the run or 
heavier with the pass, and it 
appears to be that the prefer- 
ence would be to have balance 
in their offense. They have run 
the ball well. Tannehill throws 
the ball very well, let's not lose 
sight of that." 

Defensively, junior line- 
backer Jonathan Stewart leads 
the team in tackles with 64 on 
the season. However, the big- 
gest playmaker on defense is 
junior linebacker Sean Porter, 



who has 

12.5 tackles for loss 
including 8.5 sacks on the 
year. 

Pass coverage is the Aggies' 
weakness on defense, as they 
rank dead last in the country 
in pass defense. They give up 
an average of 311.22 yards 
passing per game, and have 
only earned four interceptions 
on the year. 

That means K- State quar- 
terback Collin Klein, who 
threw for 231 yards and a 
touchdown last week against 
Oklahoma State and has 
begun to develop as a legiti- 
mate threat through the air 
as well as on the ground, will 
look to take advantage of the 
Aggies' weak secondary. 



Overall, though, 
both the Aggies and the Wild- 
cats are looking to rebound 
as both teams are still lick- 
ing their wounds from two 
straight losses. The winner of 
this game will take control of 
their own destiny for a third- 
place finish in the Big 12, 
which means a Cotton Bowl 
berth is likely, due to the fact 
that both Oklahoma State and 
Oklahoma have the potential 
to make it to a BCS bowl. 

Sean is a sophomore in journalism 
and mass communications. Please 
send comments to sports@spub. 
ksu.edu 



After pre-season hype, can 
Aggies save their season? 




Mark Kern 



After winning six of their last seven 
games last year, with their only loss 
coming against LSU, there were big 
expectations this year for the Texas A&M 
Aggies. 

They brought back one of the most 
explosive offenses in all of the country. 
After taking over for Jerrod Johnson 
midway through the season, quarterback 
Ryan Tannehill had shown that he was 
very capable of leading the offense. With 
the running back duo of Cyrus Gray and 
Christine Michael to compliment the 
passing game of Tannehill and Jeff Fuller, 
there were talks of a national title in the 
cards for the Aggies. 

Unfortunately, the season has not 
panned out the way the Aggies had 
hoped. 

Texas A&M started out the season 
3-0 and had a double digit halftime lead 
against now No. 2 Oklahoma State. 

However, a sign of things to come, the 
Aggies were unable to keep the lead and 
lost the game 30-29. 

The Aggies, now 5-4 on the season, 
have led in all of their losses, including 
three with double digit leads. 

A key reason for their struggles is the 



offense not quite living up to the hype 
from the experts in the preseason. Tan- 
nehill has turned the ball over too many 
times in bad situations, Christine Michael 
tore his ACL and is out for the year, 
Cyrus Gray has not seen the ball as much 
as expected and Fuller has been replaced 
by Ryan Swope as the go-to receiver. 

Another reason for their struggles has 
been that the defense has not been able to 
make up for the offense. 

The Aggies come into Saturday's game 
giving up 421.4 yards per game, which 
ranks 91st in the country. They are even 
worse against the pass, ranked 120th out 
of 120 and giving up over 300 yards per 
game. 

However, with all of the struggles, 
there is still time for the Aggies to get it 
figured out and somehow salvage what is 
left of their season. 

The Aggies, even though they have not 
had the season they wanted, still have the 
potential to ruin some other teams' sea- 
sons. They received all of the preseason 
hype for a good reason. All of the athletes 
mentioned are capable of making big 
plays. 

It will be interesting to see the effort 
that the Aggies will give on Saturday. If 
they come into the game thinking it is 
a lost season, then it will be tough for 
them to get the victory. However, if the 
Aggies come out determined to save their 
season, then Saturday's matchup could be 
another close and exciting game. 

Mark is a senior in digital media. Please send 
comments to sports@spub.ksu.edu 
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Klein, while becoming a better passer, still a dangerous runner 




Tommy Theis | Collegian 



Quarterback Collin Klein eludes a defender as he tries to get more yardage on a run against the Oklahoma State Cowboys on Nov. 5 at Boone Pickens Family Stadium. 



Weekly Heisman watch 



Mark Kern 
sports editor 

1. ANDREW LUCK, 
QUARTERBACK, 
STANFORD 

Luck has found his way back 
to the top of the Heisman list, 
just like he was at the beginning 
of the season. Just like Trent 
Richardson could have done last 
weekend, Luck, with a win over 
the Oregon Ducks, will all but 
wrap up the Heisman Trophy. 

On the year, Luck has thrown 
for 2,424 yards and 26 touch- 
downs while completing 71 
percent of his passes. Even more 
impressive is that he has only 
thrown five interceptions. Luck 
is in complete control of the of- 
fense and is the main reason that 
Stanford is in the position that 
they are. 

The Cardinal enter the 
matchup ranked third in the 
country, and in position to play 
for a national title if any of the 
two teams ranked ahead them 
stumble. 

Oregon will give Luck his 
toughest test of the season, and if 
he is able to get the victory, look 
for Luck to get the trophy. 

2. BRANDON WEEDEN, 
QUARTERBACK, 
OKLAHOMA STATE 



Weeden is coming off a game 
that saw him throw for a school 
record 502 yards in the 52-45 
victory over the K- State Wild- 
cats. 

On the season, Weeden has 
thrown for 3,212 yards and 26 
touchdowns and has completed 
72 percent of his passes. 

As good as receiver Justin 
Blackmon has been on the 
season, Weeden may have found 
another weapon in Tracy Moore. 
Moore had over 100 yards and a 
touchdown against the Wildcats. 

Right now, there is not a 
more explosive offense than the 
Oklahoma State Cowboys', and 
Weeden is the reason behind it. 

With a game against Oklaho- 
ma looming in the near future, 
Weeden will have another op- 
portunity to show the country 
what he can do. 

3. TRENT RICHARDSON, 
RUNNING BACK, 
ALABAMA 

The leader going into last 
weeks games dropped in the 
rankings because the Crimson 
Tide were unable to defeat the 
LSU Tigers. 

It was not necessarily Rich- 
ardson's fault, as at many times 
in the game, he was the only 
guy on the Alabama offense that 



could do anything with the ball. 
The Heisman as much as it is 
an individual award, is also de- 
termined by the success of the 
team. 

Richardson still has incred- 
ible numbers on the season with 
1,078 yards and 17 touchdowns, 
and with college football, it is 
impossible to know what is 
going to happen each week. 

There is still time for Richard- 
son to get back to the top of the 
list, especially if the top two can- 
didates faulter in their games. 

4. LAMICHAEL JAMES, 
RUNNING BACK, 
OREGON 



Despite missing two 
games, Oregon is still 11th in 
the country in rushing with 
1,061 yards and nine touch- 
downs. When healthy, James 
is the most explosive player in 
the country. In his first game 
back from injury last week, he 
rushed for 156 yards in a road 
victory over the Washington 
Huskies. 

With the primetime game 
of the week against the Stan- 
ford Cardinal, he has a chance 
to show the nation what he is 
capable of. If the Ducks can get 
by the Cardinal and James has 
a monster game, then he could 
move to the top. 
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Despite youth, freshmen growing into leadership role on team 



Efficient and productive 
leadership is crucial when it 
comes to having a successful 
team, and the Wildcats have 
been no exception this year. 
However, while upperclass- 
men leaders like Collin 
Klein and Tysyn Hartman 
have been influential, two 
freshmen have also stepped 
up in leadership roles in an 
attempt to have an impact 
on their team. 

Starting center BJ Finney 
and wide receiver Tyler 
Lockett have taken up 
leadership roles with the 
team in an attempt to make 
an impromptu run at an elite 
bowl game this winter. 

"I'm pleased with a lot of 
the younger players that we 
have," said head coach Bill 
Snyder. "They have certainly 
tried to make their contribu- 
tion to the overall develop- 
ment of our football team 
with leadership. Its been 
good and I appreciate it. Its 
not an easy thing to do as a 
young pup." 

Before the game against 
Miami, Lockett stood up in 
front of the entire team and 
read a poem that summed up 
his teams goals and message. 

"The poem meant, 'how 



bad do you really want it?'" 
Lockett said. "Some players 
just don't talk about it, they 
go out and do it when op- 
portunity knocks, and that's 
what the poem consisted of. 
It really snowed out there 
when we played Miami and 
it carried out as the season 
went on." 

Lockett, who is the third 
member of his family to 
suit up for the Wildcats, 
has handled the pressures 
of being a heavily relied on 
freshman well thus far. 

"Tyler, collectively 
throughout the course of the 
season, has handled things 
extremely well," Snyder said. 
"When we were at Miami 
and hadn't been on a stage 
like that, he stood up and 
read a poem that said some- 
thing very meaningful. He 
followed it up with a touch- 
down that game and the 
rest is history. I'm extremely 
proud of him." 

As for Finney, he is 
ultimately the leader of the 
offensive line, as the center is 
responsible for making the 
initial blocking assignment 
calls as the team gets to the 
line. Considering that the 
Wildcats favor the run and 
use a lot of gadget plays, the 
offensive line making and 
executing the correct block- 
ing assignments is crucial. 

"He's a center, so you 
know center is probably the 
most important position on 
the line," said running back 
Angelo Pease. "He's doing 



a really good job at making 
his calls and keeping the 
offensive line on track. It's 
really impressive considering 
that he's a freshman. It takes 
a lot of skill to do that. I'm 
very impressed with what BJ 
is doing. BJ is a great guy on 
and off the field." 

In addition to Finney's 
on-the-field performance, 
he has also taken up a 
leadership role off the field 
as well. He always represents 
the offensive line during the 
weekly press conferences 
and carries himself with 
certain mannerisms that 
allow him to be a leader for 
his team. 

"Being a freshman, it can 
be intimidating to stand up 
and be a leader," said tight 
end Travis Tannahill. "He's 
one of the hardest work- 
ing guys on the team. He's 
improved a lot. He's stepped 
it up off the field and in the 
film room and has really just 
improved." 

Overall, the two fresh- 
men that have stepped up 
as leaders have not only 
had a significant impact on 
the field, but off it as well. 
This not only sets the stage 
for a late season run for the 
Wildcats, but also provides 
a core group determined to 
succeed in the seasons to 



Sean Frye is a sophomore in 
digital media. Please send com- 
ments or questions to sports@ 
spubksu.edu 
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Tyler Lockett, freshman wide receiver, dodges a defender on a double reverse in the first half of the Wildcats' 
Nov. 5 game. Lockett went on to take the ball 57 yards to set up a K-State touchdown. 



K-State's Malone among semifinalists for Jim Thorpe Award 




Jared Brown 



At the end of every year, 
the NCAA recognizes its 
top individual performers in 
college football. Among these 
coveted honors, is the award 
given to the most outstanding 
defensive back in the nation. 
The honor is known as the Jim 
Thorpe Award. This year, one 
of K-State's own, junior Nigel 
Malone, is one of 15 players 
selected as a semifinalist for 
the award. 

Malone is one of head 
coach Bill Snyder's many 
junior college transfers to start 



for the Wildcat defense this 
season. He leads a turnover- 
focused pass defense that is 
tied for seventh in the nation 
with 14 team interceptions. 
Six of those interceptions 
have come by way of Malone, 
which has him tied for second 
in the nation among indi- 
viduals. The Wildcats have 
returned three of those 14 
interceptions for touchdowns. 
The defense, as a team, is tied 
for third in the nation in that 
category. 

Malone's performance for 
the Wildcat's defense isn't 
surprising to people who have 
followed his career since high 
school. At Sierra High School, 
in Manteca, Calif., Malone 
had eight interceptions as a 
senior and four as a junior. He 
holds career records at Sierra 
for interceptions and fumble 
recoveries. 



Before joining the K-State 
defense this season, Malone 
played defensive back at the 
City College of San Francisco 
(CCSF). While there, Malone 
recorded three interceptions, 
nine pass breakups, and one 
forced fumble. He also re- 
turned a block extra point for 
a two-point conversion score. 
He was part of a defense that 
helped CCSF compile a record 
of 22-2 in the two seasons he 
played there before transfer- 
ring to K-State. 

Malone's success on defense 
this year as a Wildcat has fans 
drawing comparisons of him 
to former K-State cornerback 
Terence Newman. In 2002, 
as a senior, Newman won the 
Jim Thorpe Award. Malone's 
numbers in his 2011 campaign 
are similar, if not better, than 
Newman's defensive num- 
bers from 2002. In Newman's 



Thorpe award-winning year, 
he totaled five interceptions 
for 21 total return yards and 
zero touchdowns through 1 3 
games. Malone already has 
six interceptions for 69 return 
yards and one touchdown 
through only nine games. 

For Malone to be recog- 
nized as college football's most 
outstanding defensive back, he 
will have to beat out sev- 
eral other standout defensive 
backs. Among those 14 other 
semifinalists are top candi- 
dates such as Mark Barron of 
Alabama, Morris Claiborne 
of LSU and Casey Hayward 
of Vanderbilt. A case can be 
made that Malone is having 
a better season individu- 
ally than each of these three 
players from the Southeastern 
Conference. 

Barron's numbers at 
Alabama are comparable to 



Malone's numbers in total 
tackles. Barron currently sits 
at 46 total tackles this year, 
which is only five ahead of 
Malone. However, of those 46 
tackles, only 28 of them are 
solo tackles. Of Malone's 41 
tackles, 32 of them have been 
unassisted. When examining 
interceptions, Barron's two 
interceptions fall four behind 
Malone's six interceptions. 

When comparing Malone's 
stats to Claiborne's at LSU, it 
is discovered that Claiborne 
is closer to Malone with four 
total interceptions but still 
trails by two in that category. 
Claiborne also trails Malone 
in total tackles by eight and, 
of Claiborne's 33 tackles, 18 of 
them have been solo. 

The last defensive back 
being considered as one of 
the top candidates for the 
Jim Thorpe Award is Casey 



Hayward from Vanderbilt. 
Like Claiborne, Hayward 
trails Malone in total tackles. 
Hayward has 36 total tackles, 
25 of them being unassisted; 
both of these numbers lower 
than Malone's. Like the other 
two candidates previously 
stated, Hayward, with five 
interceptions, also does not 
have as many interceptions as 
Malone. 

Although K-State's defense 
has been heavily focused 
on team this season, it is 
still important to recognize 
individual performance on 
the football field. With players 
like Malone and others, the 
defense is shaping up and 
is looking more like the Bill 
Snyder defenses of years past. 

Jared Brown is a senior in market- 
ing. Please send comments to 
sports@spub.ksu. edu. 
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